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TEXAS FIRST LADY ANITA PERRY PENS OP-ED IN SUPPORT OF LEGAL AID

AUSTIN, Texas ─ Anita Perry, wife of Texas Governor Rick Perry, has issued an op-ed to statewide newspapers in support of civil Legal Aid. The op-ed focuses on how Legal Aid assists victims of domestic violence, including the provision of protective orders, divorces from abusive spouses, child support and child custody.

In the op-ed, Perry addresses the newly established Supreme Court of Texas Protective Order Task Force, which is charged with the development of an easy-to-use domestic violence protective order kit. The kit will provide victims of abuse with the ability to file for protective orders on their own.

Additionally, Perry mentions the appropriation to the Texas Office of the Attorney General of $5 million in funding for legal services for low-income victims of crime, including domestic violence. The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation administers the funding.

Perry issued the op-ed to complement the “Justice for All Texans” campaign, an effort spearheaded by the Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation and the Texas Access to Justice Commission to increase resources and support for legal aid. The campaign includes a specially commissioned video narrated by Bill Moyers and English- and Spanish-language public service announcements.
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Perry received a bachelor's degree in nursing from West Texas State University (now known as West Texas A&M University), and later a master’s degree in nursing from the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio. Her 17-year career in the health care profession included nursing in surgery, pediatrics and intensive care, as well as consulting and administration. As Texas' First Lady, Perry continues to pursue her dedication to improving the health of Texans. She serves as an advocate on a variety of issues including family violence prevention, Alzheimer's disease education and breast cancer awareness. 
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The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation (www.teajf.org), created by the Supreme Court of Texas in 1984, is the largest state-based funding source for the provision of civil legal services to poor Texans, otherwise known as Legal Aid.  The organization is committed to the vision that all Texans will have equal access to justice, regardless of their income. The Foundation administers the Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts (IOLTA) Program, the Basic Civil Legal Services (BCLS) Program and the Crime Victims Civil Legal Services (CVCLS) Program. The funds from each of these sources are earmarked to assist nonprofit organizations in providing civil Legal Aid to more than 120,000 low-income Texans each year. 
