FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 





October 5, 2007

Contact: Laura Figueroa

512.659.4750 (cell- for media only)

512.320.0099 x. 104

lfigueroa@teajf.org
TEXAS ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION HONORS LEGAL AID LEADERS
AUSTIN, Texas – The Texas Access to Justice Commission honored long-time legal aid community leaders Betty Balli Torres and Emily Jones with Star of Justice awards for their work on behalf of low-income Texans.

Emily Jones is the executive director of the Texas Access to Justice Commission. She also serves as the director of Texas Lawyers Care, the pro bono support department of the State Bar of Texas. Jones previously worked as a staff attorney for East Texas Legal Services and was in private practice as a partner in Collin & Jones. She later was an adjunct faculty member at The University of Texas as a specialist in secondary education.
Betty Balli Torres is the executive director of the Texas Access to Justice Foundation. The Foundation is the largest state-based funder of legal aid in Texas. Torres has dedicated her life to public interest work, starting her career as a staff attorney at Legal Aid of Central Texas (now Texas RioGrande Legal Aid) in 1987. She has since held various direct service and administrative public interest positions.
“Emily Jones and Betty Torres have made a significant impact through their long-standing dedication to ensuring that low-income Texans have access to the justice system,” James B. Sales, chairman of the Texas Access to Justice Commission, said. “Their leadership and ongoing commitment to the legal aid community serve as an inspiration to attorneys to get involved in this important issue.”
The Star of Justice awards were presented to Torres and Jones at the 25th Anniversary Celebration of Texas Lawyers Care. The event raised $185,000, which will be granted by the Texas Access to Justice Foundation to legal aid groups statewide.

The Texas Access to Justice Commission (www.TexasATJ.org) was created in 2001 by the Supreme Court of Texas to develop and implement policy initiatives designed to expand access to and enhance the quality of justice in civil legal matters for low-income Texans. The Commission has created several initiatives to increase resources for and awareness of legal aid, including the domestic violence Protective Order Kit, the Texas Student Loan Repayment Assistance Program, and www.TexasLawHelp.org, an online resource for free legal information. 
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