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TEXAS EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOUNDATION HOSTS ANNUAL LUNCHEON WITH 
SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS
AUSTIN, Texas  The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation on September 28, 2006, hosted its annual luncheon with the Supreme Court of Texas. More than 80 people attended the Austin event, which is held to apprise the Court of issues related to legal aid for the poor. 

At the luncheon, representatives from the Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation, the Texas Access to Justice Commission, and the American Bar Association’s Standing Committee on Legal Aid and Indigent Defendants presented reports about efforts undertaken to enhance legal aid service delivery.
Harriet O’Neill, a justice on the Supreme Court of Texas and the Court’s liaison to the Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation, emceed the event. O’Neill expressed the Court’s commitment to ensuring low-income Texans have access to the court system for their basic civil legal needs.
“There are significant efforts underway to ensure access to justice for low-income Texans,” O’Neill said. “We are grateful to the people out on the front-lines, many of whom are here today, doing the critical work to ensure that low-income Texans receive basic civil legal services. We are also grateful to our many partners in this effort, including the Texas Legislature, corporations, the State Bar of Texas, banks, the Attorney General’s Office, the private bar, the Bar Foundation and the list goes on.”
During the event, several individuals and organizations were acknowledged for their contributions to legal aid:

The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation presented the Corporate Leadership Award to Texas Lawyer for its ongoing support of legal aid. The Foundation presented the Board of Directors Award to D. Gibson Walton for his years of dedicated service to the Foundation’s board of directors. Walton stepped down from the board this year. 

The Foundation also acknowledged Wachovia and Professional Bank, the first banks to be named to the Texas Preferred Banks list, for their support of the Texas Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts (IOLTA) Program.
The Supreme Court of Texas presented letters of commendation to the following individuals for their leadership in developing and implementing the Texas Access to Justice Commission’s 2006 Texas Trial Academy and 2006 Texas Motions and Appellate Advocacy Academy: Mike McKetta, course director, 2006 Texas Trial Academy; Emerson “Buddy” Banack Jr., chair, American College of Trial Lawyers - Texas Fellows; William Boyce, course director, 2006 Texas Motions and Appellate Advocacy Academy; Warren Harris, chair, State Bar of Texas Appellate Section

Richard L. Tate, chair of the Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation, thanked the Supreme Court of Texas for its long-standing support of the Foundation’s mission.
“I have been honored to serve as chair of the Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation and greatly appreciate the support that I have received from the Court. One of the greatest privileges is that I have been able to work with committed and dedicated people, all of you in this room and hundreds of others who represent the noblest this profession has to offer.”

The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation (www.teajf.org), created by the Supreme Court of Texas in 1984, is the largest state-based funding source for the provision of civil legal aid in Texas. The organization is committed to the vision that all Texans will have access to the justice system, regardless of their income. The Foundation administers a variety of funding sources, which are earmarked to assist nonprofit organizations in providing legal aid to approximately 100,000 Texans each year. 
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